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Council
Contact Officer: Steven Corrigan

Tel: 01235 422526

E-mail: steven.corrigan@southandvale.gov.uk

Textphone:  18001 01235 422526

Date: 7 February 2018

Website: www.southoxon.gov.uk

Summons to attend 
a meeting of Council
to be held on 

THURSDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2018  AT 6.00 PM

at

THE FOUNTAIN CONFERENCE CENTRE, HOWBERY PARK, 
CROWMARSH GIFFORD

Alternative formats of this publication are available on request.  These include 
large print, Braille, audio cassette or CD, and email.  For this or any other special 
requirements (such as access facilities) please contact the officer named on this 
agenda.  Please give as much notice as possible before the meeting

MARGARET REED
Head of Legal and Democratic Services

Note: Please remember to sign the attendance register.
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Agenda
Map

A map showing the location of Howbery Park is attached, as is a plan showing the 
location of the Fountain Conference Centre on the Howbery Park site.  

1 Apologies for absence  

To record apologies for absence.

2 Minutes  (Pages 11 - 16)

To adopt and sign as a correct record the Council minutes of the meeting held on 14 
December 2017.  

3 Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest  

To receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of items on 
the agenda for this meeting.   

4 Urgent business and chairman's announcements  

To receive notification of any matters which the chairman determines should be 
considered as urgent business and the special circumstances which have made the 
matters urgent, and to receive any announcements from the chairman.

5 Public participation  

To receive any questions or statements from members of the public that have 
registered to speak.  

6 Petitions  

To receive any petitions under the council’s petition scheme.  

7 Housing and growth deal for Oxfordshire  (Pages 17 - 86)

Cabinet, at its meeting on 12 February 2018, will consider a report and recommend 
Council on whether to approve the Oxfordshire Housing and Growth Deal.  If 
approved by the constituent authorities, delivery of the Deal will be overseen by the 
Oxfordshire Growth Board.  The Growth Board is a statutory joint committee of the 
six Oxfordshire local authorities, the Local Enterprise Partnership and key strategic 
partners.  

The Deal, as announced by Government in November 2017, provides £215 million 
of additional government funding for Oxfordshire, to deliver the key infrastructure 
required to underpin proposed housing development, and additional funds to 
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increase the supply of affordable housing.  This funding is comprised of £150 million 
for infrastructure, £60 million for affordable housing and £5 million capacity funding.  

The additional funding will support Oxfordshire’s ambition to plan for and support the 
delivery of up to 100,000 new homes across Oxfordshire between 2011 and 2031 to 
address the county’s housing shortage and expected economic growth.  This level 
of housing growth is that identified by the Oxfordshire Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment 2014, and is consistent with that planned for in existing and emerging 
Oxfordshire Local Plans.  

The Deal also includes a proposed package of planning “freedoms and flexibilities” 
to help Oxfordshire to plan collectively for the long-term, sustainable development of 
the county by offering some protection from the risk of unplanned speculative 
development for the duration of development of a joint spatial plan and early years 
of its implementation.  

If approved by all constituent authorities, confirmation, in writing, will go to the 
Secretary of State along with submission of the agreed Delivery Plan. 

The Deal brings with it additional funds for Oxfordshire.  It is proposed that 
Oxfordshire County Council acts as the Accountable Body for the deal and provides 
relevant reports to the Growth Board on a quarterly basis. 

Following decisions from Government expected on 5 and 7 February, the Housing 
and Growth Deal Delivery Plan as well as a full report for the Cabinet meeting will 
be published and circulated to all councillors. 

The report of the head of partnership and insight, which Cabinet will consider 
on 12 February 2018, is attached. 

Cabinet’s recommendations will be circulated to all councillors prior to the 
Council meeting.

8 Treasury management mid-year monitoring 2017/18 (Pages 87 - 
98)

Cabinet, at its meeting on 12 February 2018, will consider a monitoring report on the 
treasury management activities for the first six months of 2017/18 and an update on 
the current economic conditions with a view to the remainder of the year.  

The Joint Audit and Governance Committee considered the report at its meeting on 
29 January 2018 and did not recommend any adjustments to the strategy as a result 
of the first six months’ activities.   

The report of the head of finance, which Cabinet will consider on 12 February 
2018, is attached. Cabinet’s recommendations will be circulated to all 
councillors prior to the Council meeting. 
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9 Treasury management strategy 2018/19 (Pages 99 - 126)

Cabinet, at its meeting on 12 February 2018, will consider a report on the council’s 
treasury management strategy (TMS) for 2018/19 to 2020/21 and set out the 
expected treasury operations for this period. 

The Joint Audit and Governance Committee considered the report at its meeting on 
29 January 2018 and did not recommend any adjustments to the strategy.  

The report of the head of finance, which Cabinet will consider on 12 February 
2018, is attached. Cabinet recommendations will be circulated to all 
councillors prior to the Council meeting.

10 Medium term financial strategy 2018/19 to 2022/23 (Pages 127 - 
136)

Cabinet, at its meeting on 12 February 2018, will consider a report on the council’s 
medium term financial strategy for 2018/19 to 2022/23. 

The report of the head of finance, which Cabinet will consider on 12 February 
2018, is attached. Cabinet recommendations will be circulated to all 
councillors prior to the Council meeting.

11 Revenue budget 2018/19 and capital programme to 2022/23  

Cabinet, at its meeting on 12 February 2018, will consider the report of the head of 
finance on the draft revenue budget 2018/19, and the capital programme to 
2022/23. 

The report of the head of finance, which Cabinet will consider on 12 February 
2018, has been circulated to all councillors. Please bring this to the Council 
meeting.  

The Scrutiny Committee considered this report at its meeting on 6 February 
2018. Any views or recommendations will be reported to Council.

Cabinet’s recommendations will be circulated to all councillors prior to the 
Council meeting.  

12 Council tax 2018/19  

To consider the report of the head of finance on the setting of the council tax for the 
2018/19 financial year - report to follow.

13 Pay policy statement 2018/19 (Pages 137 - 140)

To consider the report of the head of corporate services on the adoption of a pay 
policy statement to meet the requirements of the Localism Act - report attached.
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14 Report of the leader of the council (Pages 141 - 142)

Urgent cabinet decisions 
In accordance with the Cabinet arrangements and procedure rules, a cabinet 
decision can be taken as a matter of urgency, if any delay by the call-in process 
would seriously prejudice the council’s or the public’s interest.  Treating the decision 
as a matter of urgency must be agreed by the chairman of the Scrutiny Committee 
and must be reported to the next meeting of the council, together with the reasons 
for urgency.

On 21 December 2017, the Cabinet member for IT took an urgent decision to award 
a contract to purchase a software licence.  The decision had not been advertised on 
the Cabinet work programme for 28 days before it was made as the council’s IT 
contractor and the council’s procurement contractor were leading on the re-
procurement of the licences for which a budget was in place and the timing of 
completion and contract award was not fully appreciated.  This decision was urgent 
and could not be deferred because the council’s software licences expired at the 
end of December and new licences need to be in place by then to enable the 
council to continue to operate its IT solution.  The agreement of the Scrutiny 
Committee chairman was sought and received before the Cabinet member made 
this decision.  

Leader’s scheme of delegation
To note the revised leader’s scheme of delegation (attached).

Leader’s update
To receive any update(s) from the leader of the council.

15 Questions under Council procedure rule 33  

To receive questions from councillors in accordance with Council procedure rule 33.

1. Question from Councillor David Turner to Councillor Lynn Lloyd, Cabinet 
member for Community Services

Residents of Didcot have contacted the local ward councillor, Councillor Mocky 
Khan, to understand where the £100,000 worth of works for The Wave was spent as 
they could not see any improvements apart from new shower heads. Can the 
Leader explain where the £100,000 was spent, which company / contractor did the 
work, was it value for money and are there procedures in place to check quality?

 
2. Question from Councillor David Turner to Councillor Tony Harbour, Cabinet 

member for Didcot Garden Town

Will the Cabinet member please provide an update setting out what funding is 
currently available to secure the infrastructure needed to support the Didcot Garden 
Town project? What progress has been made in the last four months? Is the 
expansion of Didcot being delayed and if so is this harming the reputation of this 
council?
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16 Motions under Council procedure rule 38  

No motions have been received from councillors in accordance with Council 
procedure rule 38.  

17 Exclusion of the public  

To consider whether to exclude members of the press and public from the meeting 
for the following item of business under Part 1 of Schedule 12A Section 100A(4) of 
the Local Government Act 1972 and as amended by the Local Government (Access 
to Information) (Variation) Order 2006 on the grounds that: 
(i) it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 

1, 2 and 3 Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and 
(ii) the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in 

disclosing the information.  

18 Minutes  

To adopt and sign as a correct record the confidential Council minutes of the   
meeting held on 14 December 2017.  

MARGARET REED

Head of Legal and Democratic Services


